
CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Vincent Robert 
 

 
 

EDUCATION 

 

09/83 - 09/88 

 

Engineer (Agronomy), Catholic University of Louvain.  

Specialisation: tropical and subtropical agronomy. 

Final grade: High distinction. 

 

03/94 - 09/97 

 

Ph.D. (Agronomy and Biological Engineering) Catholic University of Louvain, Laboratory of 

Biometrics, Laboratory of Microbiology, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium. 

Grade: Highest distinction 

Title: "Informatics and treatment of taxonomical data. Applications to Mycology". 

Thesis supervisors: Prof. E. Le Boulengé (statistics, Catholic University of Louvain), Prof. B. 

Buyck (Mycology, Museum Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France). 

 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

French-English-Ducth  trilingual 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 

IN CHINA (Fujian, South-East): 

 

07/87 - 12/87 

 

Study and trials on the reduction of the vegetative cycle of sugarcane in Chinese agricultural 

conditions (joined project between Catholic University of Louvain and The Sugarcane Institut of 

Fujian of the Fujian Agricultural College). 

 

IN BELGIUM: 

 

06/89 - 04/90 

 

Researcher in mycology at the BCCM/MUCL Culture Collection hosted in the Unit of 

Microbiology of the Faculty of Agronomy of the Catholic University of Louvain.. Systematics of 

food spoilage Aspergillus and Penicillium from Burundi.  

 

 

 

 

IN BURUNDI: 

 

04/90 - 09/94 

 

- Responsable for the management of the Laboratory of Microbiology of the University of 

Burundi in Bujumbura (3 scientists, 4 technicians, 1 worker). 

- Identification services. 

- Expertise and consulting in food, brewing, dairy and other companies for contamination or 

production problems 

- Management of the laboratory 



 

Main Research projects and expertises: 

 

- Development of an yeast identification software called Allev. 

- Study of yeast species associated with ectomycorrhizal fungi in dry tropical forests (Miombo) 

in Burundi (University of Burundi project). 

- Microbiological study on the effects of different drying techniques of Stolothrissa 

tanganicae and Limnothrissa miodon of lake Tanganyika (European project, FED). 

- Systematic study of Aspergillus and other hyphomycetes contaminants of wheat flour in 

Burundi (University of Burundi project). 

- Study on the quality of the drinking water from wells and natural sources in Kirundo 

province in Burundi (European project, FED). 

- Study on the quality of waters from water adduction networks in the provinces of Bubanza, 

Makamba and Cibitoke in Burundi (for SHER Ingénieurs Conseils). 

- Microbiologicala analyses of imported food in Burundi for the United Nations, FAO, World 

Food Program, Caritas Catholica, "Commissariat des Avaries du Burundi", Governement of 

Burundi. 

- Establishment of microbiological standards for food in Burundi (Government of Burundi). 

- Evaluation of the "Laboratoire de Technologie Agro-Alimentaire" of the FAO in Burundi. 

(FAO mission). 

 

Teaching: 

 

Course of general microbiology (30 hours/year) and exercises (45 hours/year) for the students 

(Engineer in agronomy) in their 5
th

 year. 

 

 

IN BELGIUM: 

 

10/94 – 04/99 

 

Researcher in mycology at the BCCM/MUCL culture collection hosted in the Unit of 

Microbiology of the Faculty of Agronomy of the Catholic University of Louvain. 

 

Software: 

 

- Development of an automated yeast identification system called BCCM/Allev 2.00 and 

BCCM/Allev 2.10. 

- Participation in a European project for the creation of CDROM called "The yeasts species of 

the world". 

- Development of an expert system for the identification of Russula called AllRus. 

- Development of a general system for identification and classification of fungi called Creator. 

 

Foray for screening and taxonomic studies: 

 

- Zimbabwe (January-February 1996) 

- Açores (Portugal, Mai 1996) 

- French Guyana (January-February 1997) 

- Thailand (August 1997), Scholarship from National Scientific Research Fund (FNRS). 

 

Services: 

 

- Identification services (yeasts). 

- Expertises and consulting in food, brewing, dairy and other companies for contamination or 

production problems. 

- Responsible for SEM services 

 

Research programs: 

 

- Evaluation of the congruence of morphological, physiological and  molecular data within the 

section longibrachiatum of the genus Trichoderma (collaboration with Prof. G. Samuels, 

USDA, Washington DC) 



- Construction of a semi-automated identification system for food-born fungi (mainly 

hyphomycetes and ascomycetes)  

- Introduction of molecular data and algorithms in the BCCM/Allev 2.10 automated 

identification system 

- Elaboration of a CDROM and a book on European Russula (collaboration with Prof. B. 

Buyck, Museum Histoire Naturelle, Paris) 

 

IN THE NETHERLANDS: 

 

12/2011 – Present 

 

CEO & Head of R&D of Bioarganize, a bioinformatics company based in Tunisia (Sousse) 

 

04/2003 – Present 

 

CEO & Head of R&D of BioAware SA-NV 

 

07/2000 – 04/2003 

 

Head of R&D of BioAware SA-NV 

 

07/2000 

 

Co-founder of BioAware SA-NV, a Belgium (Hannut, Belgium) based bioinformatics company, 

spin-off of the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, The Netherlands. 

 

01/2009-Present 

 

Head of Bioinformatics at the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures . 

05/99-01/2009 

 

Curator of the Yeast Division of the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures . 

 

Software: 

 

- Development of the BioloMICS software. Biological Manager for Identification, 

Classification and Statistics. 

- Development of the MycoBank website, search engine and mycological nomenclature 

deposit system in collaboration with G. Stegehuis, J. Stalpers and P. Crous. 

- Development of web based identification services and online cataloguing. 

- Participation in a European project for the creation of CDROM called "The yeasts species of 

the world". 

- Development of the BioArchitech software for the design of microarrays. 

- Development of a Internet based identification software using gels data (RAPD, RFLP, 

AFLP, …) in collaboration with W. Meyer (Sydney, Australia). 

- Development of a new algorithms to compare GC, HLPC and MS data in collaboration with 

U. Himmelreich (Gernany, Koln, Max Planck Institute). 

 

Foray for screening and taxonomic studies: 

 

- Singapore (October 1999) 

 

Research programs: 

 

- Monographic review of all described yeasts species  with Maudy Smith, Heide-Marie Daniel 

(MUCL, Belgium) to be published by Springer in 2008. 

- Fungal phylogenomics in collaboration with E. Kuramae and T. Boekhout  

- Taxonomic study of the antifungal resistance within Candida tropicalis in collaboration with 

Fr. Dromer (Institut Pasteur, Paris)  

- Using the FITR methods for the identification of yeast in collaboration with G. Cardinali 

(Univ. Perugia, Italy)  
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